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OBITUARY.

CHARLES DICKENS.

Death of the Great Novelist, Yes-

terday Afternoon, Near Lon-
don, at the Age of 58.

A SKETCH OF HIS LIFE,

His Career as a Journalist, Novelist,
and Playwright—The Immor-
tal Mr., Pickwick, and
His Other Household
Characters.

Lonnox, June 10.—Charles Dicliens, the emi-
nent author, died yesterday afternoon, at the
age of fifty-eight.

Later Parvtienlnrs.

Loxpox, June 10.—Charles Dickens died at
twenty minutes past six o'clock last eveniog, of
paralyeis,

e —

THE CAREER OF CHARLES DICKENS,

The announcemient which the above cable
despatch makes will create a sensation no less
profound in this country than in England. The
voluminous writings of Mr. Dickens were so
well known throughout the length and
breadth of the land, his books have been for
years in the hands of so many, such enger mul-
titudes have thronged the halls In which his
readings have beew delivered, that his death will
come home to hundreds of thousands, and will
be mourned as would be the death of a near and
valued pergonal iriend.

His Early Life.

Charles Dickens was born at Landport, Ports-
mouth, England, on the 7th of February, 15812,
and had, therefore fully completed his fifty-
eighth year at the timeof his death. His father,
John Dickens, had for many years held a posi-
tion in the pay department of the navy, from
which he retired in 1815, on a pension. He was
a man of considerable literary acquirements,
and, removing to London after his resignation,
lie became connected with one of the dally papers
of the English metropolis as a reporter of Par-
linmentary debates. 1lis son Charles he in-
tended for the profession of thelaw, and accord-
ingly placed him at an early age in an attorney’s
oftice ns a clerk, In this position he was by no
means idle, but acquired a thorough knowledge
of the complicated machinery and technieal
phraseology of the law, which he was enabled
in after years Lo turn Lo such excellent use.
The drudgery of the work, however, weighed
heavily upon his spirit, as a taste for litcrary
pursuits was developed, and manifested chiefly
at first by an Indiscriminate reading of novels
and plays.

He Becomes n Journalist.

Happily, his father’s journalistic assoclations
enabled him to exchange his distasteful pursuits
for a more congenial occupation. lle begcame
attached to the True Sun, a daily London jour-
nal, as a reporter, and soon after transferred
himself to the Morning Chronicle, a paper
which at that time possessed a large circulation
and was at the very height of its popularity,
under the management of Mr. Joun Black. It
was in 1834 that he had begun to contribute to
the Old Mouthly Magazine, his first paper in
that periodical being ““Mrs. Joseph Porter over
the way.” This was followed by ‘‘Horatio
Sparking,” and **The Boarding House,"” but it
wans not until the publication of the second
paper under the last title that be assumed the
pseudonym of “‘Boz, "as may be found by reference
w the @/ Monthly for August, 1534, Mr,
Flack soon recognized the ability of the
young man, and gave him an opportunity to
exercise it to the best advantage by publishing
a series of "‘S8ketches of English Life and Char-
acter,” in which were displayed his versatility
and plgquancy of style. These sketches were
published in the evening edition of the
Clironicle, over the gignature of

“Boﬂg“
and at once atiracted great atlentilon by reason
of the remarkable and original veln of observa-
tion which characterized them, although by
many they were denounced because Lhe powers
of the unknown writer were excrelsed to so
great an extent in ihe delineation of scenes of
misery and vice, and the exposure of the in-
firmities of humanity. The popularity of the
sketehes, however, was so great, that In 1856-37
they were collected and published in three
volumes, under the title of “‘Sketches by Hoz,’
and cvjoyed a large sale.
Early Dramatic Triumphs.

While writing the “8ketches,” o strong incli-
nation towards the stago induced Mr.
Dickens to test his powers as a dramatist, and
his first piece, a farce called The Strange Gen-
tleman, was produced at the 8t James' Theatre
on the opening night of the season, Beptember
20, 1836, The late Mr. Harley was the hero of
the farce, which was recelved with greal favor.
This was followed by an opera, called The

Village Coquettes, for which Mr. Hullah
composed the musle, and which was brought out
at the same establishment, Tuesday, December
6, 1836. The quaint humor, unaffected pathos,and
graceful lyrice of this productlon found prompt
recoznition, and the piece enjoyed a progperous
run. The Village Coquelles took iis title frow
two village girls, Lucy and Rose, led away by
vanity, coguetting with men above them in
tation, and disearding their bhumble thaough
worthy lovers. Before, however, It 18 too late,
bey see thoir error, and the plece terminaies
applly. “‘Miss Waloforth” and “Miss Julia
mith"” were the herolnes, snd “Mr. Bennet'
~0d “Mr. Gardoor” were thsir betrothed lovers.
‘prmbam” was the Lord ot the Manor, who
ould bave led asiray the Tair “Lucy."” There
a8 & oapltal scene where be was detected

y “Lucy's” father, played by Stricklsnd, urg- .
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Appeared in 1842, During His First
Visit to the United States.

part in the piece, rendered  highly
amueing by his admirable acting. On March 6,
1837, was brought out, at the Bt Jonmes' Thea-
tre, a farce called Is She His Wife; or, Some-
thing Singular, in which Harley played the
principal character, “Fellx Tapkins,” a flirting
bachelor, and sang a song in the character of
Pickwick, “‘written expressly for him by Boz."”
The mame of the authorwas not glven in the
playbill. But the celebrity so rapidly acquired
by Mr. Charles Dickens in other departments
of literature kept his pen from this time too
constantly in request to enable him to follow up
thege early dramatic ventures,
“The Plekwick Papers.”

The freshness, humor, and vivacity of the
gketches of London life, and the dramatic power
indicated by The Village Coquelle, attracted
the attention of Mr. Hall, a member
of the well-known publishing firm of Chapman
& Hall, who applied to ‘‘Boz" to prepare for
them a serial story to be issued in monthly parts.
The work was begun without any definite plan,
as is almost palent to the casual reader in the
early chapters. It was suggested to Mr, Dickens
that the adventures and mishaps of a c¢lub made
up of original and eccentric characters would
afford & happy moediom for displaying not only
the powers of the author, but also those of the
artist who was engaged to illustrate them, Mr.
Seymour, a popular comic draughtsman. With
this hint the first number of the ‘‘Posthumous
Memoirs of the Pickwick Club" was prepared

and given to the world, but before the second |

appeared the artist died by his own hand, and
Mr. llablot K. Browne, who was known
under the name of “Phiz," was engaged to
illustrate the succeeding numbers, which he did
with all the spirit and vivacity lnaugurated by
his predecessor.

The work was completed and published in a
collected form in 1837, But long before it was
finished, it had attained a degree of popularity
to which nothing in English Hterature since the
appearance of the Waverley Novels afforded a
parallel, Between the appearance of the first
and last numbers of the work the author rose at
one giant stride to the recognized position of
the most popular living writer in the lan-
guage, a position which he successfully main-
tained to the day of his death, The wit, pathos,
originality, and aceuracy of his pictures of
Epglish life and mannpers, both high and low,
touched the hearts and captivated the fancy of
all classes. All Epgland and America were
thrown into am ccstatlc  laughter over
the mishaps of Mr. Pickwick
and his  companions, Lhe rare  at-
tractions of the great trial scene of Bardell vs.
Pickwick, and the quaint sayings, grotesque
comparisons, and inimitable conversations of
the two Wellers, father and son. The sayings
of the incomparable Bamivel were quoted by
speakers in the houses of Parliament and by the
ragged gamins in the elums of London. In less
than slx months from the appearance of the first
number, the names of Winkle, Wardle, Weller,
Bnodgrass, Dodson, and Fogg had become fami-
liar as household terms. “‘Plekwlck chintzes”
figured in shop windows, and “*Weller cordu-
roys” In tallors’ advertisements; “'Boz cabs”
were rattling through the streets of London, and
the portraite of the author of “‘Pelham” or
“Urichion” in the omnibuses ware gcraped down
or pasted over, to make room for those of the
new popular favorite. A fresh vein of
humor had been opened, an
original gonins had sprung up,
and even the heavy Quarierly Review ac-
knowledged that *‘the most cursory reference Lo
preceding English writers of the comic order
would show that, in his own peculiar walk, Mr.
Dickens s not simply the most distiogulshed,
but the first.” And the man who had thus
thrown not only London, but every English-
speskivg community in the werld, into an
almost unparalleled furore, was but tweunty-five
years old, and this was his firat serious effort in
the walks of literature. Tuaklng into considera-
tion his yvouth apd his surroundings, his sudden
fame was fairly without a parallel in the whole
history of letters,

The Appenrance of “Oliver Twlst.”?

The name of the author of the *Pleckwick
Papers” was nol apnounced until 1838, but as
soon as they were fairly under, way proposals
from the leading lLondon publishers flowed in
upon him with unexampled rapidity, He
accepted from among all these the offer of Mr.
Bentley, and became editor of Dentley's Miscel-
lany, in the second number of which, for Feb-
roary, 1837, appeared the frst Instalment of
“O)iver Twist.” The story, admirably illustrated
by George Crukshank, at onee became a
fuvorite, aud is siill regarded as one of the
author s most gtrikivg novels, This novel fully
sustalued the high reputation acquired by the
“Plekwick Papers.”  Although its bumor
was mnol so  rich, mnor so abundant,
nor 80 genlal, as that displayed in the preceding
work, it possessed a deeper traglc power, espe-
clally in the paintiog of the decper passions of
the soul and the terrible retributions of erlme.
In “Oliver Twist," asin “Nicholas Nickleby,"
which was issued In shilling numbers, uniform
with “Pickwiek,” shortly atter the completion
of thal work, Mr. Dickens dealt with abuses and
crueltics which prevailed In certain public in-
stitutions, and was happlly lustrumental in re-

pealing laws (baf guuctioned grogy jnyn'.ll.-c.J

| in book form as “‘Pletures from Italy.”

Indeed, it is noticeable that in most of his
novels he has battled with some covert wrong
ngainet society, and, while adding to literature
a crowd of Imperishable creations, has tanght
the world the most thorough lessons in human
charity and love,

“Nicholns Nickleby* and Its Succesmors,
“Oliver Twist" appeared collectively in 183
and 1859 the “Life and Adventures of Nicholas
Nickleby" was completed and given to the world
entire. In 1840 Mr. Dickens undertook, and
completed in the succeeding year, the produc-
tiem of a series of iales in weekly numbers,
under the general title of ““Master Humphrev's
Clock.” It was in this series that *“The Old
Curiosity Shop" and “‘Barnaby Rudge” were first
given to the world. While **Master Humphrey's
Clock™ was still running, he edited the ‘“*Me-
moirs of Joseph Grimaldl, " the celebrated clown.
Mr. Dickeus® First Vislt te the {'nlted Siates.

On finishing **‘Master Humphrey's Clock™ Mr.
Dickens salled from England for the United
States, to gather material for a volume upon the
men snd manners of the New World. He arrived
in Boston on January 22, 1542, and sailed for
Eugland again on June 3 of the same year,
During this briel sojourn he travelled exten-
sively through the Northern and Eastern States,
and was everywhere received with great enthu-
siarm. After his return to England, he pub-
lished, in 1842, the result of his observations
in & work entitled “American Notes for General
Circulation.” This work, however, added but
little to his reputation, and many of his observa-
tions and criticiems drew from those who had
been his warm admirers heretofore earnest and
decided protests. After his second visit to this
country, however, he made a rather uneatisfac-
tory apology for his unkind allusions, by stating
that he had found so many improvements since
his first visit as to render his adverse criticisms
unealled for at present, and that all future edi-
tiong of the “"American Notes” would contain a
gtatement to that effect.

The Establishment of the London “Dally
Newns."?

“Martin Chuzzlewit” appeared in numbers in
15844, and in the summer of that year the suthor
visited Italy. He returned homeafler an absence
of reveral months to assist in founding a cheap
daily newspaper of liberal politics. Having
organized a large literary staff, and enlisted the
services of many of the ablest writers of
the day, he issned in January, 1546, the first
pumber of the Daily News, acting as editor-in-
chief, and contributing to its columns the results
of his Italian journey, subsequently reprinted
The
Daily News well under way, Mr. Dickens rotired
from the editorial management in order to de-
vote himsell to pursuits more congenial and to
the world at large, not less than to himself,
more important.

His “Christmas Stories’,

Tt was in 1843 that he gave us the first of his
inimitable Christmas books—'A  Christmas
Carol;” the second, *The Chimes,” in 1515 and
the third, “The Cricket on the Hearth,” in 1846,
To thig catalogue can be added the title of many
a charming holiday volume, wholly or in part
from Mr. Dickens' pen. It has been pleasautly
said that Christmas in England owes most of its
cheer and kindly usage to Charles Dickens—
that it is his good heart which beats in Eng-
land's bosom at Christmas time,
“Hounchold “‘ornl':" nnd ‘Al

ounil.*?

In 18478 Mr. Dickens published *'Dombey
and Son;" In 184050, “David
v dlenk House" in 1853; “Hard Times"
and “Little Dorrit” in 1856,

In 1850 Mr. Dickens started [Houschold
Words, a weekly miscellany of popular litera-
ture, which he conducted until 1859, when, in
consequenee of a misunderstanding that had
ariren between him and his publishers, he dis-
continued the journal, and Im its place esta-
blished Al the Year Round, which hecontinued
to edit to the time of his death. In Household
Words first appeared his “‘Chlld's History of
England,” republished separately in 1852, and
his story of “lard Times.” In Al the Year
Round first appeared “‘A Tale of Two Cities,”
“The Uncommerclal Papers,” and “Great Ex-
pectations.”

the Year

in 1554

His Lotest Works,

In 1864 Mr. Dickens published *‘Our Muatnal
Triend" in serial form, bul after that wrote
nothing except brief skelches or occasional
essaye for his journal, until the appearance,
about two months ago, of the first instalment of
“The Mystery of Edwiu Drood."

His Second Vislt to the Unlted States
wat of such comparatively recent ocecurrence
that but little need be sald concerning it, He
landed at Boston on November 19, 1567, having
been preceded by some months by Mr, George
Dolby, his advance agent, who made all the
necegsary arrangements for the reading tour
upon which he was to enter. Ie had attained o
high reputation as a reader of his own works in
England, and this circumstance, taken in con-
pection with his great popularity, created an
unparalleled furore in all the American cities
which he was destined to visit, Bo great,
indeed, was the dewand for tickets,
that the adventurous speculators rushed
in between him and the public, and the
manner in which the tickets were disposed of,
and the extortionate premiums frequently paid,
created not a little scandal and sadly marred
the success of his visit.

His first readiog in the United States was
given in Boston, at the Tremont Temple, on the
evening of December 2: on December
9, he made his firet appearance in
New York, at Steinway Hall, and on January
13, 1808, he appeared for the first time before a
Philadelphin audience, al Concert Hall. His
tour was extended only (o Baltimore and Wash-
ingion, in addition to the cities above named,
all proffers for a visit to Chicago and other
Western cities being steadily refused, and In the
gummer of 1808 he returned to England.

His Farewell af the Publie.

After his réetura home he econtinued to give
readings in different parts of England, but on
the evening of March 16th lust he brought to a
close at 8t. Jamea' [1all, in London, the memor-
able geries of readiogs which had for fifteen
years proved Lo audiences nuexampled in num-
bere, a source of the highest Intellectunl enjoy-
ment, In the remarks which he made on this
oceasion he said In conclugion: —

“1 have thought It well, at the fall food-tide of
your fuvor, toretire upon those older assosclations
between us, which date from muzh furcher back
than these, and bepceforth to devote mysell ex-
clusivhiy to the art that first brought us together,
(Grest applanse.) Ladies and gentiemen, in bat two
short weeks from this tiime 1 hope that you mav
epter, 10 your own houses, on s new ‘Series of Read-
lngs,” at which my assistance will _be indispensable
Lyt from these garish leghts 1 van®y now for ever-
more, with a8 heartielt, grateful, respeotful, and
#lectivpate farewell,”

Copperfield;"” I

His Domentic Helntions.

In 1858 Mr. Dickens separated from his wife
amicably, after having lived with her for twenty
vears, several children being the fruits of the
marriage. Great seandal, of coursge, was attached
to this event, but Mr. Dickens has himsell ex-
plained that the ecause which led to it was an
nncongeniality of temper, which implied no
dishoner to either party.

For some years before his death he resided at
Gad's Hill, Kent, about an hour's ride by rail-
way from London, on the road to the beautiful
old cathedral town of Canterbury, celebrated
for ite historical associations, and for being the
metropolitan see of all England. The house Is
described as being one of those comlortable old-
fnshioned mangions which scem to have taken

| root nowhere but In the most plctaresque parts

of rural England, and are the brick and mortar
embodiment of the idea of home.
A Review of Mr. Dickens' Literary Caroer.

It i3 searcely possible now to make a per-
fectly just and eritical estimate of the genins of
Mr. Dickens, or to prejodge the verdict of pos-
terity, The crucial test of time, and the calm
judgment of another generation that will kKnow
the man merely as one among the illustrious
concourse that have mude the fame of English
liternture, will determine the artistic valoe of
hie labors and his proper place in the role of
honor that is headed by the names of Shake-
speare and Milton. Whatever posterity may
think of Mr. Dickens, however, it is undeniable
that he was a power In his own day, and no fic-
tion-writer that has ever lived has evenoxerted
the same influence or produced the
FAIRE decisive results in promoting
the reform of abuses, or in exciting a sympa-
thy for the poor and oppressed. It is a guestion
whether the principal end and aim of troe art
sbhould be the reform of social and political
abuses, and upon this to a great extent depends
the probability of the works of Mr. Dickens
maintaining the same hold upon the public of
a hundred years hence that they do upon that of
the present day. It ig certain that many abuses
can be attacked successfully in a work of fictlon
that it would be impossible to reach in any other
way, and the endeavors of Mr. Dickens to carry
out important mensures of reform by means of
hig novels are entitled (o recelve, as they have
received, a most cordial recognition. It is the
fute of such works, however, to be more or less
ephemeral; and looking at the maftter
from un artistie standpoint —and
it is only from such a standpoint that the real
value of o work of art can be determined—we
cannot but think that Mr, Dickens' writings are
too much of the time and for the time to secure
for them that lasting favor thal is accorded to
the works of men who were distinctively artists,
Thackeray has been frequently alluded toas a
disciple of Fielding, but in reality Dickens,
much more than his distinguished contemporary,
was the legitimate successor of Fielding and
smollett, and his writings, like theirs, will pro-
bably in future years rather engage the atten-
tion of the students of literature than that of
general readers. The life deseribed by Fielding
and Smollett was something remole from that
of our days, and it had but little in it that we
cspecially we of the New World, can heartily
sympathize with, As clearly drawn pictures
of a certain development of civillzation and
certain conditions of society, the works of the
novelists named will always have a certain value
that will give them a place in Hierature; and so
will those of Mr. Dickens, for the same reason.

Mr, Dickens has just died, having secarccly
passed middle age, and yet the people and the
society that he sketched with such humor and
power in his earlier efforls is almost as remote
and strange as that which engaged the attention
of Flelding and Bmollett. It is this impression
of remoteness thet the ecarly writings of Dick-
ens leave upon the readers of this day that
gives force to the thought that succeeding
years will ecarcely add to his fame, and that
anotber generation will be nnable to understand
the enormous popularity e enjoyed with the
people of to-day.

In referring to Mr. Dickens as a novellst of
the school of Fielding and Smollett, we of course
do not mean to intimate that he was in any re-
spect a copyist of those writers, Indeed, It was
the marked originality of his genius that made
his first literary offorts 80 enormously popular,
and that gave him the leading position among
the English fiction-writers of the gge that he held
without dispute to the day of hisdeath. His first
geketches of life and character published under
the nom de plume of “Boz," and afterwards his
“Pickwick,” made their mark instantly, be-
cause they were fresh and original, and becaunse
they revealed a new vein of rich and racy hu-
mor, The public were beginning to tire of the
fushlonable novels of high life, and the humor-
ously exaggerated descriptions of low life and
the respectable middle class soclety hit
thelr fancy exactly. It has repeatedly been
remarked that no writer since Shakespeare has
created so many characters that appear like
living men and women, as Dickens. There is
this important difference, however, botween the
two writers: Bhakespeare was above all things
an artist. IHe had no other end in view than to
produce perfect works of art; and while his
characters are all intellectual analyses, those of
Mr. Dickens are merely described by the gro-
tesque exaggeration of their outward appear-
ance, their physical defects, their clothing, and
their bodily hahits. It is scarcely necessary to
point out that this distinetion makes all the dif-
ference in the world wigh regard to the art value
of the work performed by the two writers, and
no one capable of expressing an opinlon on the
subject would ever think of placing Dickens by
the side of Bhakespeare as a creative artist.

When *“Pickwick"” made a hit Mr Dickens
found the way to {fame and fortune open to him,
and he marked out o line of work that he ad-
hered to resolutely during Lhe rest of bis career.
“Pickwick" was quickly followed by "Oliver
Twist," “Niwicholas Nickelby,” “The Old Curl-
osily Bhop,” and “Barnaby Rudge,” all of which
brought him both wealth snd honor, and ex-
tended bis fame on both sides ef the Atlantie,
The immense cireulation that bhis writings en-
joyed in the Unlted States made the lack of an
international copyright law appear very much
in the light of a personal and special grievance.
He therefore determined te visit this country
for the double purpose of secing the people and
of proving the justice of the claims of British
authors, 1t1s not to be denied that a great
wavy people o the United States made con-
summate fools of themselves in thelr efforts to
be bospltable on this ocension, snd Lhere were
grotesque features in Lhe various receptions
given to Mr. Dickens that at tbhis day appear
excessively comical. However absurd were the

-
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Lagt Visil to the United Stales.

attentions paid, there was a sincerity amd

genuine heartiness about the welcome extended |

to Mr. Dickens that a manof really fine feelings
could scarcely have falled to appreciate at its
real value in spite of the absardities that sur-
rounded it.

As the adulations Dbestowed upon him
had been fulsome, the Indignation was over-
powering when it was fouud that this over-
welcomed guest turned the whole thing into
ridicule as soon as he had reached heme, and
that both in his “American Notes" and in his no-
vel of “*‘Martin Chuzzlewit” he had little else but
abuse and sarcasm to bestow upon either the
country or the people. Of late there has been
an attempt to condone Mr, Dickens' offense on
this oceasion, and to take all the blame for the
unfortunate misanderstanding upon ourselves.
We cannot look upon the matter in this light,
and no eandid reader ol *“The American Notes"
or “Martin Chuzzlewil' can eay that they are
not malicious and intentionally insulting. The
real offense of Mr. Dickens was not
that he freely criticized what he thought
wrong in the manuera of the people
of the United Btates or their institutions,
but that from the first time of his landing upon
these shores he was In a bad humor with him-
gelf and with everybody about him, and he was
unable consequently to sce any good thing, He
must hove seen plenty of opportunities for good-
natured caricature and humorous description;
but throughout the whole of the ‘‘American
Noles" there is only one example, so far as we
can recollect, of a humorous character that he
seemed to appreciate, and that is the “Brown
Forester” that he met on a canal-boat in this
State, and even the **Brown Forester” he seems
to have considered as more of a personal griev-
ance than asa subject for artistic treatment.
The rongh-and-ready style of travelling that
was characterlstic of the old eanal packets did
not guit him at all, and he seemed to think that
it had been invented especially for his personal
annoynnce; and yet any person who has ever
travelled in one of these boats wounld Imagine
that & humorous writer of all olhers would
have endured all the inconveniences for the
gake of racy and original epecimens of American
men and women with whom he would be thrown
in contact. Mr. Dickens did not like the rail-
roads any better than the caunals, and when a
writer represents himself as looking out of a car
window, and mistaking the spittle ejected by
independent American citlzens for thick
flying bits  of cotton, it Is evident
that  his statements of fact' and
opinion are scarcely entitled to respectful
consideration. In wriling as he did about this
country, Mr. Dickens proved that he was lack-
ing in the finer gentlemanly iustincts, and that,
go far from takiog a manly and independent
view of things, he was content to follow in the
wake of other British shobs who find a cheap
gort of popularity at home by abusing a
people, institutions, and manners that they
canmot and do mnot care to under-
gtand. After *“Martin  Chuzzlewit" came
his *Christmass Stories,” “Dombey and Son.”
and “David Copperfield,” In which his genius
reached its climax, Mr, Dickens himself ac-
knowledges this work to be his masterplece, and
his own opinion is supported by that of a ma-
jority of his readers, In the works that suc-
ceeded *‘David Copperfield” there is a gradual
but visible decline, until in his latest efforts a
noticeable falling off of the old power
is observable. It is true that these
later works are all distinetly marked
by the characteristics of his genlus,
but the bumor Is oflen forced, the sentiment
more mawkish than ever, and there is a ten-
dency to prosiness that distinetly indieates the
failing artiet. Let any one read *Oliver Twist,"
“Dombey and Son,"" and “David Copperfield,”
and then attempt “Great Expectations” and
“‘Our Mutual Friend,” and the immense differ-
ence will be apparent at once. His last novel,
“The Mystery of Edwin Drood,” has not sufli-
clently advanced to form a just opiunion
of it, but the opening chapter
shows more of the old fire than any of
his other recent efforts. It is sincerely Lo be
hoped that the death of the author has not left
this story n mere fragment like the “‘Denis
Duval” of Thackeray, but that ere he was called
away he finished it, aud rounded off his life's
labors with a last work that will be worthy to
be placed beside those that have for so long
delighted millions of readers.

If Mr. Dickens bad not taken up suthorship
as a profession, be would probably have made
one of the first histrionic artists of the day.
His talents as an actor were undoubtedly of the
firet order, and these who had heard of his per-
formances in private halled with delight the
announcement of his intention to give public
readings from his own works, These readings
were immensely successful in England, and the
recent professiopal tour of Mr. Dickens in this
country ls still fresh in the minds of the public.
Merely as an elocutionist be had many palpable
faalts, but for humorous and pathetic expres-
sions in bis reading, and for a power of repre-
senting the various charaelers introduced in the
storles selected for hls entertalnments, he sur-
passed apy reader of the present day. These
readings were n source of genuine delight
to thousands, ns they not ouly
gave the publie an opportusity to
soe the great writer who bad afforded them so
many pleasant hours, but conferred the unigue
pleasure of hearing the most original aud racy

humorist of the day embody his own creations

| In maklog & sammary estimate of the goanlas
l apd labors of Mr, Dickeus it scems (o us Lhat
4

hie highest and lowest moral Influences arise
from the eame cause, his wonderful genins for
caricature. All vices arlsing from simple motives
he makos contemptible and hideous—avarice,
cruelty, selfishness, hypocrisy, especially reli-
glous hypocrisy. Bul then he has a great ten-
dency to make the corresponding virtues ludi-
erous too by his over-colored eentiment. The
brothers Cheeryble always seem to be mbbing
their hands from intense brotherly love; the self-
abandonment of Tom Pinch is groteeque; the

| elaborate self-digguize of Mr. Boflin as a miser,

in order to warn Belln Wilfer of her danger, is
an insult to both the reason and conscience of
the reader; and Mr. Dickens' saints, like that
Agnes in “David Copperfield” who insists on
pointing upwards, are invariably detestable.
His morality concentrates liself on the two
strong points we have named, a profound hor-
ror of cruelty and a profound contempt for

| bumbug; but Mr. Dickens has no fine percep-
. tion for the inward shades of humbug—relaxed
| and cosseted emotions.

His greatest service to English literature will,
after all, be not his high meoralivy, which is
altogether wanting in delicacy of insizht, butin
the complete harmlessness and purity ol the
immeasurable humor into which he mounlds his
enormous stores of acute observation. Almosl
all creative humorists tend to the impure—like
Bwift and Smollett, even Fielding. On the
other hand, there are plenty of humorists who
are not creative, who take the humor out of
themselves and only apply it to what pasees,
like Charles Lamb and 8ydney Smith, But
Dickens use¢s his unlimited powers of obscrya-
tion to create for himself original fields of hu~
mor, and crowds grotesque and elaborate detail
around the most happy conceptions, without
ever being attracted for a moment towards any
prurient or unhealthy field of laughter. Thus,
as by far the most popular and amusing of all
English writers, he provides unlimited food for
a great people without infusing any really daan-
gerous polson into it. In this way, doubtless,
he has done a eervice which can scarcely be

overestimated.
- ————————

Cable Despatches.

Late and Fuller FParticulars,

Mr. Dickens is Seized with His
Fatal Illness at Dinuer on Wed-
nesday, and Dies on Thurs-
day Evening—Profound
Expressions of Grief
in the English
Journals.

Loxpos, June 9—10 P. M.—The London
(tlole, in its last edition this evening, startled
the community with the announcement that
Charles Dickens had been geized with paralysis,
and was lying Insensible at his resldcnce, at
Gadshill, near Rochester, in Kent.

The news spread rapidly and created the
most profound regret; but the worst was still
to come, Telegrams have since been received
announcing the death of the great novelist at
quarter past 6 this evening.

Dickens wns ata dinner on Wednesday, when
he was seized with the fit. Dr. Steel, of the
village of Stroud, who was for many years the
family physicilan of Mr. Dickens, was imme-
dintely called in, and remained ull nearly mid-
night.

The condition of the patient becoming worse
and worse it was deemed advisable to summon
pbysicians from London. Telegrams were
promptly despatched, and this morning several
London physicians arrived at Gadshill.

A consultation was held, and the case at once
pronounced hopeless. The patient sank gradu-
ally, and died at fifteen mihutes past 6 o'clock
this eventng.

Mr. Dickens has been Il for several days, but
not seriously. He had even visited Rochester
and other points during the present week.

Hemarks of the London Jouranls,

Loxpox, June 10.-The death of Dickens has
plunged the nation into mourning. All the
Lendon papers have obituary articles this
morning.

The Times says:—"'Ordinary expressions of
regret are now cold aud conventional. Millions
of people feel a personal bereavement, Btates-
men, savans, and benefactors of a race, when
they die, cun leave no such void. They cannot,
like this great novelist, be an inmate of every
house.”

The Daily News says:—“Without intelloctual
pedigree, his wrilings form an era in Eoglish
literature. lle was generous, loving, and uni-
versally beloved., He leaves, like Thackeray,
an unfinished story."”

The Morning Post says:—'Charles Dickens
did more than any contemporary lo make Eng-
lieh literature loved and admired,”

The Telegraph regards the distinguizbed dead
a8 & public servant whose task was pobly ful-
filled.

EXTRAORDINARY INSANIFY.

tt——
Unnecountable Actlon of a Jersev Feliceman,
= A few days ag o,near the Market Street Depotin
Newark, the attention of the veneravle Ben Gott
was attracted to @ large crowd (o the square, and
pushing his way through, he digcovered o woman
struggling violently with two men, one of waom
wore the uniform of & Phillipsburg policeman, On
lnguiry it was discovered that theworan was a raving
maniae, named Caroline Smith, of Phillipshurg. Fur.
ther inquiry developed the fect that the oflcer
had oeen instructed to bring her to Newsrk, and
there turn her adrilt on the community ; thas on the
way thither she had beeome so violent i the cars
that a second ofloer had o ba called inatl HEisi.
beth: and that an abortive attempt hivl been mwoade
to get her ovt of the cars at the Chesnul street
depot i Newoark, the plan belog appareatly to
place her on the platforn aund then ieave her Lo
the mervy of  strangers, or rather place
strapngers  at her  mercy. The Gunfortanate
woman scra‘ched, tore, and hit whenovaer she
gol 4 chanue. U'ncie DBen fnsisted that the
Pullipsburg  man? should not leave hls charge,
aud ordervd Dbin  to teke her to the sialtion
house, which ke did, giving his name Jolin R,
Boker, o, 1, Heleft the woman in ch a of the
Newark suthoriiies, with the upderstanding thal as
so0n 58 he could get back bome o woull consalt
with his superiors ahout the woman Nothlog has
sinoe beets beard of the offleer or from the Phillipg-
burg suthoritles Ia the meantime Circline tore
every stitch off ner back aud pordisted n rowsiniog
s her oell thronghoul Welliesday night ¢4 puses
naturaglibus, Bhe refuged evervihing in the way of
food and drink, snd bebhaved most violent'y Lo the
prisen attendauts Yesterday alternoon she was
placed In & strajght jacket and removed to the
county imil, Her case and the actlon of Haker i4 10
be oMmaiaily ix qlnirul iuto. -XN A Meraild, to-duy,




